fter a long day at work sculpting some
Amc Orange County’s most noteworthy

smiles, Dr. Frank C. Stone goes home
and continues to sculpt — only these works of
art don't involve enamel and gums.

Stone’s fascination with constructing
three-dimensional sculptures began about
20 years ago; his initial interest was working
with jewelry and small sculptures. After
spending close to six years studying paint-
ing, sketching and wire sculpting with artist
Ed Kugelcorn in Sierra Madre, Stone began
experimenting with larger art pieces.

“The three-dimensional aspect of a
sculpture forces the viewer to look and
interact with it and hopefully connect on a
visceral level with my intensity, motivation
and love for the piece,” says Stone. Each
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art piece takes a minimum of 50 hours to
produce, and he is rarely caught work-
ing on just one. More recently Stone has
taken up yet another form of art — digital
photography.

Stone’s 40-year-plus career in den-
tistry provided him with the foundational
knowledge for creating sculptures, one of
which is the one he deems his favorite, a
multi-colored bird named Phoenix. “Faces
are three-dimensional pieces as well,” he
says. “| design how to make a face beautiful
in its proportions. Symmetry is beauty.”

Like much of his other artwork, Phoenix
has a religious motif behind the design: to
symbolize rebirth and regeneration. The
piece was awarded Best of Show at an
international art competition in Nashville,

Tennessee sponsored by the American
Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry. It is
composed of polished geode, Alaskan jade,
Arizona petrified wood, fine silver, German
silver, copper, and brass.

Stone, who currently works on his
creations at a studio in his garage in Newport
Beach, says a professional art gallery and
studio are in his future, but for now, his dental
office in Irvine serves as his showroom.

Award-winning sculptures, most of which
are for sale, are displayed prominently in the
waiting room. Photographs taken by Stone are
mounted in patients’ rooms. One could argue,
however, that his ability to sculpt and create
is most evident in his greatest works of living
and functional art — his patients’ smiles.

- ANGIE MARCOS
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